DECEMBER 20, 2020 - THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

Prelude - “Watchmen, Tell Us Of The Night” tune Aberystwyth; arr. Parry
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1 My soul re - joic - es, My spir - it voic - es— Sing the
2 His arm now bar - ing, His strength de - clar - ing— Sing the
0 | ‘ .
A N — —— ° > —— I > > —
1@ e o2 4l T f el L % e
) —_ ¢ < T T & T T
great - ness of the Lord! For God my Sav - ior Has shown me
great - ness of the Lord! The proud He scat - ters, Their rule He
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fa - vor— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! With praise and
shat-ters— Sing the  great - ness of the Lord! Op - pres-sion
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bless-ing, Join in con-fess - ing God, who is sole - ly Might-y and
halt - ed; The meek ex - alt - ed. Full are the hun - gry; Emp-ty, the
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ho - ly— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! His mer-cy
wealth-y— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord! Here is the
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sure - ly Shall rest se-cure - ly On all who fear Him,

to - ken All that was spo - ken To  A-br’ham’s off - spring
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Love and re - vere Him— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!
God is ful - fill - ing— O sing the great - ness of God the Lord!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} 1In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Advent Wreath Lighting
(P} Dear friends in Christ, on this Fourth Sunday in Advent, we recall the fullness of time, when the Son of God
became man, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary. We remember Mary’s joyful acceptance
of God’s plan. In her “yes” to God, the Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. As we light the
fourth candle on the Advent wreath, let us join Mary as willing servants of the Lord; may our “yes” welcome
Christ into our world.
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Lord Jesus, You are mighty God and Prince of Peace.

Lord, have mercy.

sts. ref, 7

(P} Christ Jesus, You are the Son of God and Son of the Virgin Mary.
Christ, have mercy.
(P} Lord Jesus, You are Word made flesh and splendor of the Father.
Lord, have mercy.
(P} May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you your sins, and bring you to everlasting life.
Amen.
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vi - sions cease, And be  Thy-self our King of Peace.
Refrain
[ 9 ﬂ P [ g [ I h 1
L = | = Py | o° Py | P ‘ | | |
LN E—— T 7 H*— re
Q) Y I |4 I—
Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el
0 # \ [r—
' @" — — ! ! —J r—— i |
! I bl =’ =[ { [ 4 [ | | I. i |
oJ
Shall come to thee, (0] Is - ra - el

Tune an

d text: Public domain

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

P

Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
"Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, *the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
“But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, ‘Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Would you build me a house to dwell in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. "In all places where I have moved with
all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”” 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince
over my people Israel. ’And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before
you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. '°And I will appoint a place for

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16



Psalm

Epistle

my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, !'from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . .

1And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-5

IT will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever;
in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.”
3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
4T will establish your offspring forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’”
SLet the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Romans 16:25-27
ZNow to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages *but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the
obedience of faith— 2"to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Luke 1:26-38

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2Tn the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, ?’to a virgin betrothed
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 2 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” ?But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern
what sort of greeting this might be. *°And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 3'And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 3He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,
3and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

3*And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”



33And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. **And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. *’For
nothing will be impossible with God.” 3¥And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

900 Jesug! Name of Wondrous Love
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1 Je - sus! Name of won-drous love, Name all oth - er names a-bove,
2 Je - sus! Name de -creed of old, To the maid-en moth-er told,
3 Je - sus! Name of price-less worth To the fall - en of the earth
4 Je - sus! Name of mer - cy mild, Giv - en to the ho - ly Child
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Un - to which must ev-’ry knee Bow in deep hu-mil -i - ty.
Kneel-ing in  her low-ly cell, By the an-gel Ga-bri- el
For the prom - ise that it gave, “Je - sus shall His peo-ple save.”
When the cup of hu-man woe First He tast-ed here be-low.
5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv'n 6  Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Under all the mighty heav’n Human name of God above;
Whereby those to sin enslaved Pleading only this, we flee
Burst their fetters and are saved. Helpless, O our God, to Thee.
Tune and text: Public domain
Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.



And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.

Kneel
Prayer of the Church

Each petition ends:
(P} Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

The Prayers conclude:
(P] Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Sit
Anthem - The Parish Choir sings “Behold, A Tiny Baby” by Lightfoot (10:30 Service)
Stand
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P The Lord be  with you.

And al-so  with you.
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared,
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 178
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pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of Your
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Bless - ed is He who comes in the name
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of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei
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Lamb of God, You take a-waythe sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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God, You take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Sit

1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer -it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.

Text and tune: Public domain
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342 What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
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1 What hope! An E - den proph-e - sied Where tame live with the wild;
2 A shoot will sprout from Jes - se’sstem, A branch from Da-vid’s line,
3 As ban-ner of God’slove un-furled,Christ came to suf-fer loss,
4 Come, Je-sus, come, Mes - si - ah Lord, Lost Par - a - dise re -store;
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The lamb and 1i - on side by side, Led by a lit - tle child!
A Prince of Peace in Beth-le - hem: The fruitof God’s de - sign.
That by His death a dy - ing world Would ral-ly to the cross.
Lead past the an-gel’s flam-ing sword—Come, o-pen heav-en’s door.

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart *I+ in peace.

Amen.
Stand
Thank the Lord LSB 181
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.




Benediction

(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
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The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord
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1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, Who has tru - ly
2 What the Fa - thers most de - sired, What the proph - ets’
3 A - bram’s prom - ised great re - ward, Zi - on’s help - er
4 As Your com - ing was in peace, Qui - et, full of
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kept His word And at last to us did send
heart in - spired, What they longed for man - ya year,
Ja - cob’s Lord— Him of two - fold race be - hold—
gen - tle - ness, Let the same mind dwell in me
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Christ, the sin - ner’s help and friend.
Stands ful - filled in glo - 1y here.
Tru - ly came, as long fore - told.
Which s Yours e - ter - nal - ly.

5  Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6  Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Tune and text: Public domain

Postlude - “Ricercar Pro Adventus” by Johann Fischer
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