MARCH 14, 2021 - THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Prelude - “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” tune Caithness, setting by D. Johnson (8:00 AM) or The Bell Choir Plays
“What Wondrous Love Is This” arranged by McChesney (10:30 AM)
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2 The Lord has prom - ised good to me, His
3 Through man - 'y dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, Bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost but
Word my hope se - cures; He will my shield and
have al - read - y come; His grace  has brought me
mor - tal life shall cease, A - maz - ing grace shall
shin - ing as the sun, We’ve no less days to
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now am found, Was blind but now I see!
por - tion be As long as life en - dures.
safe thus far, His grace will lead me home.
then pre - vail In heav - en’s joy and peace.
sing God’s praise Than when  we’d first be - gun.
Tune and text: Public domain
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Dialog
Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
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Jesus said: If anyone would come after Me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
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Christ was wounded for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we
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Sit

may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in
willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Numbers 21:4-9

Psalm

Epistle

4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became
impatient on the way. >And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.” 6Then the LORD
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. "And the people came
to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he
take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent
and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it
on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 107:1-9; antiphon: v. 19

10h give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!

2Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
3and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south.

“Some wandered in desert wastes,
finding no way to a city to dwell in;
Shungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted within them.

5Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
"He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.

8|_et them thank the LoRD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of men!
For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ephesians 2:1-10
*And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following the course of this world,

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— *among whom
we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, Seven when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved— fand raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming
ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, °not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. °For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel John 3:14-21

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

6«“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. 1’For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. °And this is the judgment: the light has come into the
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 2°For everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. ?But whoever does what
is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out in God.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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571 God Loved the World So That He Gave
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1 God loved the world so that He gave His on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, Who was made
3 God would not have the sin - ner die; His Son with
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all

A6 Glo - 1y to God the Fa - ther, Son, And Ho - ly
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Son the lost to save, That all who would in
flesh and suf - fered death; All then who trust in
sav - ing  grace is nigh; His  Spir - it in the
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
Spir - i, Three in One! To You, O bless - ed
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on this chief cor - ner -stone.
Word de -clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.
Trin - 1 - ty, Be  praise now and e - ter - mnal - ly!

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.
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sts. 1-4, 6

Anthem - The Bell Choir Plays “What Wondrous Love Is This” arranged by McChesney (8:00 AM) or “O Lord, Throughout
These Forty Days” tune Caithness, setting by D. Johnson (10:30 AM)

Kneel/Stand

Prayer of the Church



Each petition ends:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

Lord’s Prayer
(P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.

Amen.
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bar - ren land. 1 am weak, but Thou art might - y;
stream doth flow; Let the fi - ery, cloud -y pil - lar
fears  sub - side; Death of death and hell’s de - struc- tion,
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Hold me with Thy pow’r - ful hand. Bread of heav - en,
Lead me all my jour - ney through. Strong de - liv - ’rer,
Land me safe on Ca - naan’s side. Songs of prais - es,
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bread of heav - en, Feed me till 1 want no

strong de - liv - ’rer, Be Thou still my strength and

songs of prais - es | will ev - er give to
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more; Feed me till 1 want no  more.
shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.

Thee; I will ev - er give to  Thee.

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 162

LSB 166



Postlude - “Leave All To God'’s Direction” by George Neumark
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