DECEMBER 25, 2022 - THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, CHRISTMAS DAY

Prelude - “Come To Bethlehem And See ” by Charles Widor.

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Forgiveness
(P} Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beholding the miracle born in human flesh, let us approach the God of grace to confess our human sin and
weakness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) God of grace,

we confess before you that we have wandered from your presence to seek the false security of other gods
around us. We often look for you in strongholds of power and wealth, and do not see your presence among
the ordinary places of our world. Forgive us, O Lord, and redirect us to forms of service that fulfill your
desire for us. Amen.

P]  Out of God’s great mercy, Jesus Christ took on our humanity, and from that same love made flesh you are
forgiven all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text and tune: Public domain



Greeting

(P) The grace of the child born for us, and the joy of the Son given to us, be with you all.

And also with you.

Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.

LSB 170

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading

Psalm

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
19The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Why do the | nations rage*

and the peoples | plot in vain?
2The kings of the earth set themselves,

and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,*

against the LORD and against his anointed, | saying,
3“Let us burst their | bonds apart*

and cast away their | cords from us.”

“He who sits in the | heavens laughs;*

the Lord holds them in de- | rision.
5Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,*

and terrify them in his fury, | saying,
8«As for me, I have | set my King*

on Zion, my | holy hill.”

"I will tell of | the decree:*

The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today | have be- | gotten you.

8Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.

%Y ou shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

ONow therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
HServe the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling.
12K jss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.

Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 2



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Epistle Hebrews 1:1-6

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. *He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

SFor to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you™?

Or again,

“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?

5And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,
“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Tune: Fintan O’Carroll, d. 1977, © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Holy Gospel John 1:1-14

Sit

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

!In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. ?He was in the beginning with
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. “In him was life, and
the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that
all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 1°He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. **He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.
2But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, **who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



388 Go Tell It jgn the Mountain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain That Je - sus  Christ is born!

1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing O’er si-lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled When lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone-ly man-ger The hum-ble Christ was born;
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Be - hold, through - out the heav-ens There shone a ho - ly light.
Rangout the  an-gel cho-rus That hailed our Sav - ior’s birth.

And God sent us sal-va-tion That bless-ed Christ-mas morn.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -~ of the world to come. Amen.



Kneel

Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God, in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Each petition ends:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

The Prayers conclude:

(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sit
Anthem - The Choir Ensemble sings “Do You Have Room” by Edwards.
Stand
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itistruly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus LSB 178
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 179

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it
and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 180
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 180
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have mer-cy on us.
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Sit
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389 Let A;’ll Together Praise Our God

e —F—r—+
1 ] I
& =

> i f T
| I I I
T - [ T 1 T
T — i ‘

1 Let all to - geth - er  praise our God Be - fore His
2 He leaves His heav'n - ly Fa - ther’s throne, Is born an
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’n a - gain To
in - fant small, And in a man-ger, poor and lone, Lies
at - ing light; To serve us all He hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives us  His realm, His

give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, Lies in a hum - ble  stall.
splen-dor of His might, The splen -dor of His might.
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.
5 Heisaservant, | alord: /A 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,

How great a mystery!

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

Lord Jesus, we adore

And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

6 He is the key and He the door
To blessed paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

Text (sts. 1, 3-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain



391 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn
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Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742-1824; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608
Text and tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
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(P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart I« in peace.
Amen.
Stand
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;



p— e B -

6 ., e e, i
0 o @ T & >3

as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be

enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction

P

LSB 183
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

390 Let l;l’s All with Gladsome Voice
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1 Let us all with glad-some voice Praise the God of heav - en,
2 To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sad - ness,
3 We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a won - der?
4 Christ, our Lord and Sav - ior dear, Be Thou ev - er near us.
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Who, to bid our hearts re - joice, His own Son hath giv - en.
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in glad - ness.
There-fore praise God ev - er - more Here on earth and yon - der.
Grant us now a glad new year. A - men, Je-sus, hear us.

Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden

Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude - “Minuet in D~ by Couperin.
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