SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 - THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Prelude - “If You But Trust In God To Guide You " tune Wer Nun Den Lieben Gott (8:00) or the Bell Choir plays “For The
Fruits Of His Creation” tune Welsh Melody, setting by Cherwein (10:30).

Stand

807 Whe,r; Morning Gilds the Skies
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1 When morn-ing gilds the skies, My heart, a - wak - ing, cries,
2 When mirth for mu -sic longs, This is my song of songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon In all high heav’n is known
4 Ye na - tions of man - kind, In this your con-cord find:
5 Sing, suns and stars of space, Sing, ye that see His face,
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“May Je-sus Christ be praised!” When eve-ning shad-ows fall,
“May Je -sus Christ be praised!” God’s ho - ly house of prayer
Than “Je-sus Christ be praised!” There to thee-ter - nal Word
“May Je-sus Christ be praised!” Let all the earth a - round
Sing, “Je-sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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This rings my cur-few call: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Hath none that can com-pare With “Je - sus Christ be praised!”
The e - ter - nal psalm is heard: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Ring joy - ous with the sound: “May Je - sus Christ be praised!”
Both now and ev - er - more Shall Je - sus Christ be praised!

Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Wirzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Dialog

RE BF KF

® BF

This is the day which the Lord has made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Better is one day in Your courts
than a thousand elsewhere.

Make me to know Your ways, O Lord.
Teach me Your paths.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us
trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
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6«Seek the LORD while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
%For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 55:6-9



Psalm

Epistle

O Lorp, You Are My Light
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10 Lorp,you are my light and I% sal - va -tion near:
2 My one re-quest has been and still thisprayer I  raise;
3 When trou-bles round me swell, when fears and dan-gers throng,
4Up - lift-ed on a rock a - bove my foes a - round,
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then who will cause me fright or fill my heart with fear?
that I may live with - in God’s house for all my days.
se - came-ly I will dwell in his pa - vil - ion strong.
a - mid the bat-tle shock my song shall still re - sound.
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While God my strength, my life sus - tains,
God's glo-rious "beau - ty to ad - mire,

se - cure from fear
and in his tem-

With - in the shel - ter of God’s tent he hides me till
Then joy - ful of-ferings I will bring; the Lorp God's praise
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- my soul re-mains, se - cure from fear my soul re - mains.
ple to in-quire, and in his tem-ple to in - quire
the storm is spent, he hides me ¢till+ the storm is spent.
my heart shall sing, the LORD God’s praise my heart shall sing.
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Words: st. 1 Psalter, 1887; sts. 2-4 Psalter, 1912, alt., PD.
Music (RHOSYMEDRE 6.6.6.6.8.8 with repeat): John D. Edwards, ca. 1840, P.D.

Psalm 27:1-9

Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

12] want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, *3so that it has
become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 1*And most
of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word

without fear. . ..

¥for | know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance,
2as it is my eager expectation and hope that | will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always



Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 2'For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 2If | am
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 21 am hard pressed between
the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 2*But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on
your account. Convinced of this, I know that | will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the
faith, 26so0 that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again.

270Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, |
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel,
Zand not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your
salvation, and that from God. ?*For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in
him but also suffer for his sake, *engaged in the same conflict that you saw | had and now hear that I still have.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 173
i — e
|:)v — i T 2 —e ! o —C I
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1-16

Sit

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers
for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, “and to them he said, “You go into the vineyard too,
and whatever is right I will give you.” °So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did
the same. ®And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand
here idle all day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’
8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last, up to the first.” °And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. *°Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a
denarius. **And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, *?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour,
and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 1*But he replied to
one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? “Take what belongs to you
and go. | choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. >Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs
to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling
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1 Hark, the voice of Je - sus call-ing, “Who will go and work to-day?
2 Some take up His task in morn-ing, To  their Lord re - spond-ing soon;
3 For as rain and snow from heav-en Wa - ter seeds in dust -y soil,
4 Hear-ken to the Lordwhose com-ing Marks the time when grace shall end,
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Fields are white and har-vests wait-ing— Who will bear the sheaves a- way?”
Some are called in heat of mid-day, Oth-ers late in  af - ter-noon;
Caus - ing them to bud and flow - er, Giv - ing bread to those who toil;
When with His an-gel -ic reap-ers He in glo-ry shall de-scend.
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Loud and long the Mas-ter call - eth; Rich re-ward He of-fers thee.
E - ven as the sun is set- ting, Some are sent in - to the fields,
So  the Lord sends forth His prom -ise, Words of life and joy and peace—
Soon the night, the  fi - nal har - vest; Soon the time for workshall cease.
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Who will an-swer, glad - ly say -ing, “Here am I, send me, send me”?

There to gath-er in theboun-ty That God’s Word so rich - ly yields.

Nev - er void to Him re-turn-ing, Bear - ing fruit with great in-crease.

Then the souls His grace has gar-nered Shall en - joy His Sab - bath peace.

Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816-1909, alt.; (sts. 2-4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838-96

Text (sts. 2-4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Text (st. 1) and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

Sit

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.



Anthem - The Bell Choir plays “For The Fruits Of His Creation ” tune Welsh Melody, setting by Cherwein (8:00) or “If You
But Trust In God To Guide You” tune Wer Nun Den Lieben Gott (10:30).

Kneel

Prayer of the Church
(P) Let us pray for the whole people of God, in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.

Each petition ends:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

The Prayers conclude:

(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.,

Lord’s Prayer LSB 179
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
Let us pray.
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them,
read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Stand

Benediction LSB 183
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.



838 The Samts in Christ Are One in Every Place
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1 The saints in Christ are one in ev-'ry place
2 In chains for Christ! His  pris’n-ers love to sing,
3 To live is Christ, for us, to die is gain;
4 Lord Je - sus Christ! Heav’n’s praise let earth re - peat;
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To serve the Gos - pel of His cost - ly grace;
For slaves and free re - joice to  praise our King;
Where then shall be our hun - ger, dan - ger, pain?
The work that You be - gan, You will  com - plete.
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From those first days to this, our hope the same:
What though the Church on earth still suf - ferswrong?
Our joy to preach good news to rich and poor,
By  grace let ev - ry foe be-come Yourfriend;
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The love of Christ, one Lord, one sav - ing name.
The cross of  Christ re - mains our pil -  grim song.
Then be with Christ, to live for - ev - er - more.
Your day, O  Christ, shall dawn and nev - er end.

Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938, alt.

Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877-1949

Text: © 1996 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747

Postlude - “Life In Christ” by Franz List.
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