
DECEMBER 3, 2023 – THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

Prelude – “Ricercar pro Temporo Adventus” by Johan Fischer; Nathan Moran, Piano Soloist (8:00) or “Ricercar pro 

Temporo Adventus” by Johan Fischer (10:30). 
 

Stand 

 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt., © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent., Public domain 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
P Dear friends in Christ, today we begin the season in Advent. It is a time of watching and waiting for the 

coming of the Lord. The Advent wreath reminds us of our yearning for God. Its circular shape tells us of 

God’s everlasting love and faithfulness. The four candles remind us of the passing of time, our human history 

into which God has entered through His Son, Jesus. On this First Sunday of Advent, we remember how our 

Lord was first hailed as the coming king, and we look forward to the day when our King will come again. As 

we light the first candle on the Advent wreath, may its flame bid us always to be ready for the coming of the 

Lord. 
 

P Lord Jesus, You came into the world to reveal Your Father’s love. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

P Christ Jesus, by Your dying and rising You have given us the promise of eternal life. 

C Christ, have mercy. 
 

P Lord Jesus, You ask us to be ready, watching and waiting for Your coming. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 



P May Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 

The first stanza of “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is sung while the first candle on the Advent Wreath is lit. 

 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt, Public domain 
Tune: French, 15th cent., Public domain 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening 

perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 

1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

 and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 

 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 

 or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides you, 

 who acts for those who wait for him. 
5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

 those who remember you in your ways. 

Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 



 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 

 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 

 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 

 and remember not iniquity forever. 

 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Pastor speaks the odd verses and the Congregation speaks the even verses.                          Psalm 80:1–7 

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! 

 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 

2Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 

 stir up your might and come to save us! 

3Restore us, O God; 

 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

4O LORD God of hosts, 

 how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

5You have fed them with the bread of tears 

 and given them tears to drink in full measure. 

6You make us an object of contention for our neighbors, 

 and our enemies laugh among themselves. 

7Restore us, O God of hosts; 

 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in 

every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was 

confirmed among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 



 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 

summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I 

say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but 

my words will not pass away. 

 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 

when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, 

or when the cock crows, or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say 

to all: Stay awake.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come All sing sts. 1, 2, 7, 8; women sing s. 3 and men sing s. 4.               ts. 1–4, 7–8 

 

 

 
 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4, 8): tr. F. Samuel 
Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (sts. 3, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Anthem – “The King Shall Come” tune Consolation, setting by T. Beck; Nathan Moran, Piano Soloist (8:00) or The Parish 

Choir sings “O Come, Little Children” German Carol, setting by Freudenburg (10:30). 
 

Kneel 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God, in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

 
Each petition ends: 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer! 

 
The Prayers conclude: 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 
A Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

331 The Advent of Our King 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt., Public domain 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76, Public domain 

 

Postlude – “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” tune Prichard, setting by Schram. 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


