JANUARY 4, 2026 - THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

Prelude - “Your Word, O Lord, Is Planted” tune Af Himlens, setting by Paul Bouman.

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERE

Kneel
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You
and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful
being.

(P]  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
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Mar - y bore, The Christ, the ev - er - last - ing king.
mak - er shares, His fall - en crea-tures  all to save.
yond all thoughtt The cho - sen ves - sel of  His grace.
Vir - gin - born, And Ho - ly Ghost e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826-93, alt.. Public domain

Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann; Public domain
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

(Pl The Lord be with you.
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P} Let us pray.

(P) Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may
shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15

Psalm

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I
shall give you.” ®And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father,
because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have
kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ’And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how
to go out or come in. *And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many
to be numbered or counted for multitude. °Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people,
that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

197t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. " And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to
discern what is right, '?behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that
none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked,
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. '*And if you will walk in my ways,
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Men speak the odd verses and Women speak the even. Psalm 119:97-104

970h how I love your law!
It is my meditation all the day.

9Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
for it is ever with me.

%I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for your testimonies are my meditation.

19T understand more than the agéd,
for I keep your precepts.



Epistle

1017 hold back my feet from every evil way,
in order to keep your word.

1921 do not turn aside from your just decrees,
for you have taught me.

13How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

194 Through your precepts I get understanding;
therefore I hate every false way.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places, “even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in
all wisdom and insight “making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in
Christ '%as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, '?so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his
glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, "“who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52

®h The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
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“0The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.

4INow his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. “And when he was twelve years old,
they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind
in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, “‘but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then
they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, “*and when they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to



them and asking them questions. 4’ And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. ¥ And
when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” “’And he said to them, “Why were you looking
for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 3°And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. ' And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother
treasured up all these things in her heart.

32And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -1+ of the world to come. Amen.
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1 With-in the Fa-ther’s house The Son has found His home,
2 The doc-tors of the Law Gaze on the won-drous child
3 Yet not to them is giv’n The might -y truth to know,
4 The se-cret of the Lord Es - capes each hu - man eye,
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And to His tem - ple sud-den - ly The Lord of life has come.
And mar-vel at His gra-cious words Of wis-dom un - de - filed.
To  lift the earth - ly  veil that hides In - car-nate God be - low.
And faith-ful pon-d’ring hearts a - wait The full e-piph-a - ny.

5  Lord, visit Thou our souls
And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself
With loving awe to trace

A 6 Till we behold Thy face
And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Coequal Three in One.

Text: James R. Woodford, 1820-85, alt.; Public domain
Tune: Johann Balthasar Kénig, 1691-1758; adapt. William H. Havergal, 1793-1870; Public domain

Sermon
Anthem - The Parish Choir sings “Many Gifts, One Spirit” by Pote (10:30 Service).
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Each petition ends:

P] Lord, in Your mercy:
Hear our prayer!

The Prayers conclude:
(P} Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all those for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
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It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love
those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197

P]  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348-c. 413; (sts. 1-4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821-77. Public domain
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V; Public domain

390 Let lAs All with Gladsome Voice
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1 Let us all with glad-some voice Praise the God of heav - en,
2 To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sad - ness,
3 We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a won - der?
4 Christ, our Lord and Sav - ior dear, Be Thou ev - er near us.
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Who, to bid our hearts re - joice, His own Son hath giv - en.
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in glad - ness.
There-fore praise God ev - er - more Here on earth and yon - der.
Grant us now a glad new year. A - men, Je-sus, hear us.

Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Public domain
Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, 1632, Dresden; Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

(P] The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.
Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.
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Thanksgiving LSB 200
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Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son
into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be
enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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389 Let A;’ll Together Praise Our God
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God Be - fore His
3 With - in an earth-born form  He hides  His all - cre -
4 He un - der - takes a great ex - change, Puts on our
A7 Your grace in low - 11 ness re - vealed, Lord Je - sus,
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glo-rious throne; To - day He o - pens heav’m a - gain To
at - ing light; To serve us all He  hum - bly cloaks The
hu - man frame, And in re - turn gives  us His realm, His
we a - dore And praise to God the Fa - ther yield And
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give us His own Son, To give us His own Son.
splen-dor of His might, The splen-dor of His might
glo - ry, and His name, His glo - ry, and His name.
Spir - it ev - er - more;, We praise You ev - er - more.

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000747

Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; Public domain

Postlude - “Postlude in D" by Francois Couperin.
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